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illegal occupation of Army at Gulmarg, in lieu of the land to
be exchanged for Tattoo Ground Batamaloo.
The second part of same question sought information from
the government regarding any proposal to allot more land to
the defense ministry in Afarwat area to construct defense road
from Gulmarg to Afarwat.
In the reply, the minister stated that there is no proposal
for allotment of more land to Defense Ministry in Afarwat
area but steps are afoot to allot the 175.64 acres land which is
already under Army’s illegal occupation.

Storming into the Well, Rashid said Government had “no guts” to
summon Singh over his allegation that ministers in J&K are on the payrolls of Army since 1947.
“They (Legislators) called me an agent of intelligence agencies but he
(Singh) has cleared who is the agent and who received money,” he said. “It
has been proven beyond any doubt that the ministers in J&K are gulping
money on the name of ensuring peace.”
Though Deputy Speaker Sartaj Madni repeatedly warned Rashid to
return to his seat he did not pacify and continued with his protests in the
Well. “Tell me first when you will summon VK Singh to the House. I want the
answer,” Rashid said repeatedly.
“The privilege committee is seized with the matter and it can’t meet till
Assembly is in session. The issue is alive but the committee will meet only
after the assembly concludes and it will take a decision on future course
of action,” Madni told Rashid. “Now go to your seat and don’t disturb the
proceeding.”
“Why should I go? I want an answer to my question when will you
summon VK Singh,” Rashid countered as he staged walkout from the House.

Harsdev Singh targeted the Government for delaying the
release of funds as recommended by the STFs and cutting down
the funds under Bad Pockets category.
Singh said the Task Forces had recommended that Rs 915
crore should be disbursed to the regions in three years. But, he
said, four years have gone by and only Rs 690 crores has been
disbursed by the Government.
“The delay has hit the development plans and defeated the
purpose for which the Task Forces were set up,” Singh said.
In response to another question, the Minister said under the
Bad Pocket category Rs 44 crores have been allocated to seven
districts of Jammu division and two districts of mountainous
Ladakh division during last two years.
In Kashmir, only two districts, Kupwara and Bandipora,
have been covered under the Bad Pocket category and allocated
Rs 11.20 crore during the past two years.
However the Minister said Rs 63 crore were allocated to Srinagar and Baramulla districts under the Special Area Development Program (SADP). However the reply did not mention the
funds received by other districts including those from Jammu
under the SADP.

Niraj Kumar, IAS (JK:10), Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Doda, has been
transferred and posted as Additional Deputy Commissioner, Jammu, against
an available vacancy.
Amit Sharma, KAS, awaiting orders of adjustment in the General Administration Department, has been posted as Special Secretary to the Government,
Animal and Sheep Husbandry Department.
Ghulam Nabi Balwan, KAS, Additional District Development Commissioner,
Doda, has been transferred and posted as Additional District Development Commissioner, Jammu, against an available vacancy.
Tsering Maroop, KAS, Additional Deputy Commissioner, Leh, has been transferred and posted as Project Director, DRDA, Leh, against an available vacancy.
Hassan Khan, KAS, Additional Deputy Commissioner, Kargil, has been transferred and posted as Additional Deputy Commissioner, Leh, vice Tsering Maroop.
Nasir Ahmad Naqash, KAS, Regional Director, Survey and Land Records
(ex-officio Settlement Officer), Baramulla (Kamraz), has been transferred and
posted as Additional Deputy Commissioner, Baramulla, vice Manzoor Ahmad
Qadiri. He shall hold the charge of the post of Regional Director, Survey and
Land Records (ex-officio Settlement Officer), Baramulla (Kamraz), in addition
to his own duties, till further orders.
Rajesh Sharma, KAS, Additional Deputy Commissioner, Kathua, has been
transferred and posted as Regional Director, Survey and Land Records (ex-officio
Settlement Officer), Udhampur, relieving Additional Deputy Commissioner,
Udhampur, of the additional charge of the post.
Gulzar Ahmad Dar, KAS, Additional Deputy Commissioner, Kulgam, has been
transferred and posted as Deputy Excise Commissioner (Executive), Kashmir,
against an available vacancy.
Muhammad Harun Malik, KAS, Regional Director, Survey and Land Records
(ex-officio Settlement Officer), Anantnag (Maraz), has been transferred and
posted as Additional Deputy Commissioner, Kulgam, vice Gulzar Ahmad Dar. He
shall hold the charge of the post of Regional Director, Survey and Land Records
(ex-officio Settlement Officer), Anantnag (Maraz), in addition to his own duties,
till further orders.
Manzoor Ahmad Qadri, KAS, Additional Deputy Commissioner, Baramulla,
has been transferred and posted as Additional Deputy Commissioner, Budgam,
against an available vacancy.
Tej Krishan Bhat, KAS, OSD with the Hon’ble Minister for Tourism, has been
transferred and posted as Deputy Commissioner, Commercial Taxes (Vigilance
and Inspection), Jammu, vice Soheel Noor Shah.
Moses Kunzang, KAS, Programme Officer, ICDS Project, Leh, has been transferred and posted as Additional Deputy Commissioner, Kargil, vice Hassan Khan.
Naseem Javid Chowdhary, KAS, Additional Secretary to the Government,
Health and Medical Education Department, has been transferred and posted as
Deputy Excise Commissioner (Distilleries), Jammu, against an available vacancy.
Nazir Ahmad Mir, KAS, Chief Executive Officer, Tourism Development
Authority, Wullar-Manasbal, has been transferred and posted as Additional
Secretary in the Resident Commission, J&K Government, New Delhi. He shall
draw his salary against the vacant post of Deputy Director, Information, KBI,
New Delhi, till further orders.
Soheel Noor Shah, KAS, Deputy Commissioner, Commercial Taxes (Vigilance
and Inspection), Jammu, has been transferred and posted as Deputy Secretary
to the Government, Health and Medical Education Department.
Khurshid Ahmad Shah, KAS, Deputy Director, CA&PD (South), Srinagar,
has been transferred and posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Sopore, vice
Syed Hanief Balkhi.
Zahida Bano, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Development, Leh, has been
transferred and posted as Deputy Director, District Employment and Counselling
Centre, Leh, vice Tsering Paldan.
Vikas Gupta, KAS, Project Officer, Self Employment, Kathua, has been transferred and posted as Project Officer, IWMP, Samba, against an available vacancy.
Sukhdev Singh Samyal, KAS, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, R.S. Pura, has
been transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Rajouri, vice
Sachin Dev Singh.
Rajinder Kumar Sharma, KAS, Assistant Commissioner, Relief Organization
(Migrants), Jammu, has been transferred and posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, R.S. Pura, vice Sukhdev Singh Samyal.
Kishori Lal, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Development, Kishtwar, has
been transferred and posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Gandoh, against an
available vacancy.
Rakesh Kumar, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Development, Kargil, has
been transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Development, Leh,
vice Zahida Bano.
Shabir Hussain Keen, KAS, Assistant Commissioner (Central) with Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu, has been transferred and posted as Deputy Secretary to
Government, Revenue Department.
Sachin Dev Singh, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Rajouri, has been
transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner (Central) with Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu, vice Shabir Hussain Keen.
Ranjeet Singh, KAS, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Bani, has been transferred
and posted as Collector, Land Acquisition, Northern Railways, Udhampur/Reasi,
against an available vacancy.
Tashi Dolma, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Leh, has been transferred and posted as Project Officer, Self Employment, Leh, vice Tatpar Joldan.
She shall continue to perform the duties relating to the Sales Tax and the Excise
Department in District Leh.
Deep Raj, KAS, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Badnote-Billawar, has been
transferred and posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Dudu-Basantgarh, vice
Muhammad Anwar Banday.
Bilal Khurshid, KAS, General Manager, DIC, Anantnag, has been transferred
and posted as Deputy Director, Libraries, Srinagar, against an available vacancy.
Syed Hanief Balkhi, KAS, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Sopore, has been
transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Budgam, vice
Hamidullah Mir.
Tahir Firdous Dutta, KAS, Project Officer, Self Employment, Doda, has been
transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Ramban, vice
Dhananter Singh.
Showkat Mehmood, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Development, Rajouri, has
been transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Development, Poonch,
vice Muhammad Tanwir.
Susheel Kumar, KAS, Personnel Officer in the Directorate of School Education, Jammu, has been transferred and posted as Project Officer, Water-shed,
Jammu, vice Noor Alam.
Basharat Hussain, KAS, Secretary, J&K Advisory Board for Development of
Other Backward Classes, has been transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Development, Rajouri, vice Showkat Mehmood.
Muhammad Maqbool Bhat, KAS, Project Officer, Self Employment, Kulgam,
has been transferred and posted as Project Officer, Water-shed, Pulwama,
against an available vacancy.
Dhananter Singh, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Ramban, has
been transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Development, Doda,
vice Rakesh Kumar.
Ghulam Ahmad, KAS, awaiting orders of adjustment in the General Administration Department, has been posted as Assistant Commissioner Revenue,
Leh, vice Tashi Dolma.
Kachroo Turab Shah, KAS, Project Officer, Self Employment, Kargil, has
been transferred and posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Neyoma, vice Tsering Mutup.
Farooq Ahmad Shah, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Baramulla,
has been transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Nazool, Srinagar,
vice Syed Sajad Qadiri.
Angrez Singh, KAS, Project Officer, Water-shed, Udhampur, has been transferred and posted as Project Officer, Water-shed, Kathua, vice Dr. Sunil Sharma.
Dr. Sunil Sharma, KAS, Project Officer, Water-shed, Kathua, has been transferred and posted as Project officer, Water-shed, Udhampur, vice Angrez Singh.
Tatpar Joldan, KAS, Project Officer, Self Employment, Leh, has been transferred and posted as Project Officer, Self Employment, Kargil, vice Kachroo
Turab Shah.
Syed Sajad Qadiri, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Nazool, Srinagar, has been
transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Pulwama, against
an available vacancy.
Yasir Arafat Zargar, KAS, Project Officer, DPAP, Doda, has been transferred
and posted as Assistant Commissioner Development, Kishtwar, vice Kishori Lal.
Muhammad Anwar Banday, KAS, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Dudu-Basantgarh, has been transferred and posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Bani,
vice Ranjeet Singh.
Muhammad Tanwir, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Development, Poonch,
has been transferred and posted as Secretary, J&K Advisory Board for Development of Other Backward Classes, vice Basharat Hussain.
Rakesh Kumar, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Development, Doda, has been
transferred and posted as Area Development Officer, Marwah, Wardwan and
Dachan, vice Prem Singh.
Rajeshwar Singh Charak, KAS, Project Officer, Self Employment, Rajouri, has
been transferred and posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Badnote-Billawar,
vice Deep Raj.
Tsering Paldan, KAS, Deputy Director, District Employment and Counselling Centre, Leh, has been transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner
Development, Kargil, vice Rakesh Kumar.
Noor Alam, KAS, Project Officer, Water-shed, Jammu, has been transferred
and posted as Project Officer, Self Employment, Kathua, vice Vikas Gupta.
Subhash Chander Dogra, KAS, Project Officer, Water-shed, Reasi, has been
transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Doda, against an
available vacancy.
Zubair Hussain Shah, KAS, awaiting orders of adjustment in the General
Administration Department, has been posted as Project Officer, Self Employment, Rajouri, vice Rajeshwar Singh Charak.
Nissar Ahmad Zargar, KAS, Project Officer, Self Employment, Baramulla,
has been transferred and posted as Deputy Director, CA&PD (South), Srinagar,
vice Khurshid Ahmad Shah.
Muhammad Yaqoob Ganai, KAS, Deputy Director, Information (Audio-Visual)
in the Directorate of Information, has been transferred and posted as General
Manager, DIC, Anantnag, vice Bilal Khurshid.
Tsering Mutup, KAS, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Neyoma, has been transferred and posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Drass, vice Barkat Ali Lone.
Hamidullah Mir, KAS, Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Budgam, has been
transferred and posted as Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Baramulla, vice
Farooq Ahmad Shah.
Prem Singh, Area Development Officer, Marwah, Wardwan and Dachan, has
been transferred and posted as Personnel Officer in the Directorate of School
Education, Jammu, vice Susheel Kumar.
Barkat Ali Lone, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Drass, has been transferred and
posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Khaltsi, vice Jeevan Lal.
Jeevan Lal, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Khaltsi, has been transferred and
posted as Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Nubra, against an available vacancy.
Muhammad Rashid Choudhary, KAS, Additional Secretary to Government,
Animal and Sheep Husbandry Department, has been transferred and posted
as Joint Registrar, Cooperatives (Hqr), Jammu, against an available vacancy.

Omar admits...
power projects by NHPC to the State but NHPC has adopted a
rigid approach,” he said.
Asserting that they left no stone unturned in the process,
Omar said no new power project will be given to NHPC. “They
(NHPC) has stuck to its stand, as such we have decided not to
handover any project to the Corporation in future”, he said.
“This is our brave decision and we will stick to it”, he said
and added that Dulhasti-II and Uri-II power projects allotted
to NHPC earlier have been got back and now declared as joint
projects.
On power generation, the Chief Minister said that as
against the indigenous generation of 750 MW established in
the State since 1947, his government had allotted power projects of 1,500 MW in just five years since 2009.
He said more projects with capacity of 1,000 MW are being
allotted by the end of this year and "a strong edifice" has been
laid to generate 9,000 MW power in the State in the next seven
to eight years.

ON SECURITY SITUATION:
Jammu and Kashmir has witnessed a 71 per cent drop in
militancy in the five years of the National Conference-led
government in the State, Abdullah told the Upper House.
"Militancy has declined by 71 per cent in the last five
years... No collateral damage has occurred in the anti- militancy operations by security forces," Omar said.
The Chief Minister claimed there has been a significant
improvement in the security scenario while human rights
violations have come down to almost zero.
Lauding security forces for showing restraint in challenging situations, Omar referred to the militant attacks on an
Army convoy and on BSF at Bemina and said that these incidents were examples of troops not resorting to indiscriminate
firing to save the lives of innocent civilians.
Meanwhile, although Omar praised the Army for instituting an inquiry into the Machil fake encounter, he expressed
dismay over its decision to close the Pathribal fake encounter
probe.
When it is established that innocent civilians have been
killed, it is necessary to identify the culprits, he said, adding,
"If the culprits are not those towards whom fingers are being
pointed, then we have to find out who the real offenders are."
He said he had taken up the matter with Prime Minister.
He, meanwhile, gave full credit to the people of JK for the
gradual return of peace in the State.
He said that sustained efforts by the government, aided
by the wholehearted support and commitment of the people,
had yielded fruit.
"Conspiracies were hatched to disturb the law and order
situation in the State and create hurdles in the delivery of
governance, but the people of JK defeated those behind such
attempts," he said.
Omar referred to the Kishtwar, Budgam, Zanskar and
other incidents fanned to create communal clashes in the
State and disturb peace.
He vehemently rejected the false conception being sold “by
a group of people” dubbing the prevailing peaceful situation
in the State as deceptive and by force. “They want to carry
the false propaganda as if the government has filled jails and
pressurized the people to remain peaceful”, he said.
The Chief Minister said that people of the State are eager
to see peace rooting fast and development reaching every nook
and corner of the State, as such, they contribute positively in
creating peace conditions and strengthening the efforts and
initiatives of the government in this direction.
Omar Abdullah said that no jails have been filled with people
and nobody is under pressure to work for normalcy. “It is the
desire and the will of the people to live in peace and create conducive atmosphere”, he said maintaining that only 2396 persons
who are mostly criminals are in prisons in the State and of these
35 have been arrested under Public Safety Act (PSA).

`READY WITH REPORT CARD’:
The Chief Minister said that his government would go back
to people with its report card of last five years and will seek
people’s mandate.
“The recent decision of my government regarding the
creation of New Administrative Units in the State was not
only historic but the cherished desire of the people”, he said
adding that his government is receiving appreciation for this
decision all across the State.
“People from Kashmir, Jammu, Leh and Kargil are equally
appreciating the government for this historic decision”, he
said and added that besides this achievement the coalition
government has in its basket the thousands of other major
works it has initiated, implemented and completed during
the last five years.
“We are going to people with our report card and ask them
to judge us on our performance and delivery”, he said we do
not believe in propaganda but in actions.

12 fraud MBBS...
the admission against the available vacant seats will be a
midterm admission.
Underscoring the need for consultations with the Registrars
of University of Kashmir and Jammu, the Board has submitted that the registration of the students who may be admitted
against the vacant seats by Universities may also pose a problem
for the students themselves.
The BOPEE said for the implementation of court direction
about the admissions to be made following the cancellation 12
admissions there are many stakeholders including Principal
Government Medical College Srinagar, Principal Government
Medial College Jammu, Director SKIMS, Director ASSOMS
Jammu, Principal Government Dental College Srinagar, Principal Government Dental College Jammu, Principal Dental College Sehora Jammu, Dean Academic Affairs SKUAST Jammu/
Srinagar, Dean Academics University of Kashmir/ University
of Jammu, President Medical Council of India, Secretary Dental
Council of India, Commissioner/Secretary to Government, ARI
Trainings Department Civil Sectt. Jammu, Commissioner/Secretary to Government Health & Medical Education Department
Civil Sectt Jammu.
The Board has convened a meeting with the stake holders on
February 23 to discuss pros and cons of the issue.
On February 6, a Division Bench of High Court comprising
Justice Hasnain Massodi and Justice Ali Muhammad Magrey
had made it clear that nobody could be allowed to reap the fruits
of the fraud and those who secured the admission in a professional college through deceitful and fraudulent means were to
be de-seated to pave way to students who were deprived of fruits
of their labour. The court had said in case the Board officers
could not appreciate the urgency involved and steps required
to be taken in the given circumstances, the right course for the
officers was to step aside and allow those having commitment
and requisite skill to man the posts held by them.

NC, Cong in...
Naeem Akther Andrabi, Monday alleged that the present dispensation
has even misused the office of Governor to “befool people and make
false commitments.”

“National Conference and Congress came in power by making lot of promises
with people. The NC pledged Autonomy to the State, constitute Truth and Reconciliation Commission, taking back power projects from NHPC. However, even
when the government term is nearing end nothing was done on these fronts,”
Akhter said in LC, participating in discussion on Governor’s address.
He said that the people running the government were more interested in
“saving chairs than the State. “What happened to the Hill Development Council
promise made with the people of Chenab Valley and Pir Panchal”, he questioned.
“People have lost faith in the political system as the politicians have degraded themselves,” he said adding, “Many say that collation governments are ‘marriage of convenience’ for the people’s welfare but the present regime in Jammu
and Kashmir is only a ‘live-in relationship’ to fulfill own desires, without holding
any responsibility,” he said.
Akther, who is also the chief spokesperson of PDP, said the present regime is
reluctant to accept their flaws and beats the drum of new administrative units,
which is testimony that the government has no another achievements in last 5
years to highlight.
He accused the government of misusing the office of Governor to make false
promises to the people. “Governor N N Vohra must be a relieved person as he is
the man of detail, integrity and commands high respect, but the present government has been excessively making wrong statements in the address which have
been delivered by Vohra during the last six years”, he said. Elaborating, he said,
“In 2012 the government, in the Governor’s address, made a commitment to hold
the elections of Block Development Council, District Development Board and
Urban Local Bodies by setting deadline of April 2012”, adding that the Governor
was forced to make this false commitment and now the same government during
this joint session has made the same commitments.
He said in 2012, in para VIII of the Governor’s address the government
stated that there was a special task force recommendation for making a onetime allocation in the plan for the development of Jammu and Ladakh regions.
“In spite of saying that it was a one-time arrangement, in the current year’s
address also you have kept an allocation on that, negating what the Governor
said in 20112,” Akhtar said, adding, “Incidentally this year also the issue has
been dealt in para VIII.”
“I have worked with the Governor and I know that he is very particular about
his work and checks every file personally before arriving on any decision. But
this government tried to hide their misdeeds and failures by stepping on the
shoulder of an honest man,” he said.
Akhter further claimed that even during the joint address this session the
Governor opened up his speech by praising the government for creation of new
administrative units. “This was done despite the fact that there has been no
decision taken in this regard as of now,” he said.
He said the country is going through a crisis: the crisis of confidence in the
political and administrative systems. One of the prime reasons, he said, is that
the political parties generally fail to honor their commitments and pledges.
‘Pledge’, has a dictionary meaning, which he quoted, is ‘solemn promise, undertaking, oath.’

Cabinet approves...
If sources are to be believed, Horticulture Minister Raman
Bhalla had been looking ahead to get the department separated
from Agriculture department, the portfolio of which is with
Ghulam Hassan Mir.
“It is very surprising that the two departments, which are
interconnected with each other, have been bifurcated without
looking into the other aspects,” they said, adding that single
administrative department was adequately catering to the
need and requirement of both the departments.
There is one administrative department for many ministries in the State and segregation has been done only in cases
of urgent requirement or volume of work, sources said, adding,
“There is only one administrative department for Health and
Medical Education. Similar is the case with Housing and
Urban Development despite the fact that Nawang Rigzin Jora
holds the portfolio of Urban Development and Raman Bhalla
Housing.”

Ruckus in LA...
road accidents,” shouted Targami, as members from PDP and BJP
came on the front row and thumped the benches in protest against the
government.
The PDP members led by party President Mehbooba Mufti said
while the frequency of the road accidents has gone up in the State,
resulting in death of innocent people, the Government was neither
trying to find out the reason behind the growing rate of accidents nor
has it put in place any mechanism to bring them down. “In absence of
the government vigil the accidents have become a norm. Why are these
accidents taking place at such a fast rate? Why is Government silent?
Who is responsible for the loss of innocent lives?” Mehbooba asked.
He said the House Committee constituted by the government under
his chairmanship in 2012 has submitted its report to the government.
“What happened to the report? Why was it shelved?” Targami asked.
Responding to the queries, the Speaker informed the House that the
report was under his examination. “I will soon call a meeting to discuss
its implementation,” said the Speaker.
However the agitating members continued with their protest till
the question hour ended. Later Sajad Kichloo made a statement on the
accident in the House.

Coalition strong, old...
He said coalition government worked in close coordination and there
has never been any variance on issues in the Cabinet meetings nor any
Cabinet member boycotted the meeting ‘as was the routine in the opposition
(PDP) led coalition government.’
He said coalition government held about 30 Cabinet meetings in each
year during the last five years and came up with hundreds of decisions
relating to the all round development of the State and the welfare of the
people. The Chief Minister criticized the opposition for talking high and
loud about the institutions and democratic methods but itself indulging
in tarnishing the values of democracy and democratic institutions. “Those
who talk of institutions and democracy are seen disrupting Governor’s
address, breaking furniture in the House and riding on tables in the Well of
the House”, he said. He lauded the Upper House for conducting the discussion on Governor’s address in a conducive and palatable environment and
highlighting the issues of public interest.
Abdullah said that instead of raising public issues in a democratic
and peaceful manner, when legislators indulge in breaking furniture and
disrupting proceedings of the House, they are degrading the dignity of
Legislature and disappointing people who have voted them for batting for
the welfare and development of the people and the State.
“How can you give lessons on democracy and institutions to others when
you yourself indulge in the practice of defaming these,” he questioned the
opposition, without naming PDP.

HC seeks copy...
as Jammu and Kashmir Control of Building Operations Act
1988 had been violated in the construction of various buildings
in Srinagar, the High Court had ordered sealing of 42 illegal
structures in the city.
Subsequently, the court was informed by the government
that there were more than 4000 violations of Srinagar master
plan.
On November 21, the court directed the J&K’s Special Tribunal to consider the statutory appeals against the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation’s demolition orders on day-to-day basis
and decide the same in accordance with the law.
The State Cabinet, however, on Sunday cleared the ‘Civic
Laws (Special Provisions) Bill-2014’ to pave the way for putting
a one-year moratorium on sealing and demolition of buildings
that have come up in violation of master plan. The Bill would
now go to the State Legislature for passage during the ongoing
session.
The Bill puts one-year freeze on sealing of illegal structures
in Srinagar, Jammu and Katra towns till March 2015. Besides, it
mandates the government to formulate a policy till March 2015
for dealing with and regulating such unauthorized buildings.
According to sources, the government is mulling to revise
the master plan of these places and change the land use to legalize the violations.

JK Govt to...
The government maintained that Centre has agreed to
allocate food grains to left-out population of the State at
Above Poverty Line (APL) rates.
Speaking in the House, Minister of State for Consumer
Affairs & Public Distribution (CAPD), Viqar Rasool, said
the government has set the process of implementing NFSA
in motion.
He said the government is carrying out the basic survey
through field agencies for implementing the scheme.
“To ensure the timely implementation of NFSA 2014 in
the State of J&K within the stipulated time and provide the
ration as per 2011 census, the Consumer Affairs & Public
Distribution Department has taken various preparatory
steps and circulated a proforma among the general public
of the State through field functionaries for obtaining basic
inputs and for finalizing the basic survey of the households
with respect to socio-economic status in order to arrive at
reasonable criteria for inclusion /exclusion of households
to be covered under NFSA,” the Minister informed the
House.
The Minister said JK’s 74 lakh population would be
covered under the scheme.
“Based on the National Sample Survey Organization
(NSSO) data, the coverage determined by the Planning
Commission has been calculated as 63.55 percent for rural
areas and 47.10 percent for urban areas of JK State, which
works out to be 74.13 lakh,” the Minister said.
The Minister said the huge uncovered population was a
matter of worry for them, but “due to intervention of Congress High Command the Centre has agreed to provide ration
for 40 lakh population at APL rates.”
At present, the State government covers 99 lakh population as per the population of year 2000.
As the Minister was replying, GM Saroori of Congress
castigated the government for failing to prove ration to
masses in accordance with the population figures of 2011.
“Most of the ration depots in my constituency are empty.
On one hand the government claims that Food Security Act
will cover entire population but on other it is yet to complete
the survey for implementing the law,” Saroori said.
Saroori later staged walkout from the House.
Soon opposition Peoples Democratic Party and Bharatiya
Janta Party too cornered the government over “ration shortage.”
“The shortage of ration has assumed alarming proportions but the government has completely failed in redressing
the issue,” PDP’s Abdul Rehman Veeri said.
“It is unfortunate that 15 lakh souls in the State are without ration cards and people are running from pillar to post
to get ration but to no avail. It is easy to get passport in the
State but it is very difficult to obtain ration card,” Veeri said.
Harsh Dev Singh of Panthers Party, Jugal Kishore of
BJP and Chaman Lal Gupta too slammed the government
over the issue.
Harshdev said ration is supplied only on papers to the
masses but in reality “ration depots are empty.”“Even people
are not getting 15 to 20 Kg of ration, not to talk of 30 to 35 kg
per family,” Harshdev Singh said.
Chaman Lal Gupta, MLA Jammu West, accused the government of failing to implement its promise of providing 50
kg ration per family.
“Last year the government had assured in the House that
they will raise the allocation from 30 and 35 Kg to 50 Kg but
the assurance has proved a hoax,” he said.
MLA Langate, Er Rashid, said there is acute shortage of
ration across the State.
“People can wait for jobs but they cannot wait for ration,”
Rashid said, “I will gherao the house of CAPD Minister if the
government fails to address the problem.”
MLA Poonch Ejaz Jan accused CAPD of creating inordinate delay in dispatch of ration in his native district.
“People in the district are facing lot of inconvenience due
to unnecessary delay in dispatch of ration,” he said.
MY Tarigami of CPI (M) came down heavily on government for failing to mention about ration in the Budget speech.
Targiami asked the government to be cautious while
implementing the law, saying, “The scheme is targeted one
but not universal.”
“We should look at pros and cons of the scheme and look
whether the implementation of the Act would create shortage
of food grains,” he said.
In the meanwhile, the entire opposition resorted to sloganeering over the issue.
“Jo Sarkar Rashan Na Deh, Woh Sarkar Nikkamee Hai
(the government which fails to provide ration is incompetent,” the opposition shouted.
The opposition legislators later staged walk-out from the
House. This is for the first time during the ongoing session
that entire opposition staged walkout on a common issue.

